[image: image1.png]


News Release
Wisconsin Association of Agricultural Educators

1172 Hummingbird Lane, Plymouth, WI  53073
For Immediate Release:  Contact:  Bridgett Neu, Executive Director (262) 224-7553

Agriculture Educators from Wisconsin Take Part in the 93rd Annual Conference 
for Wisconsin Instructors in Agricultural Education

Agriculture education instructors in Wisconsin’s public school and technical colleges honored their own and participated in a series of professional development workshops during their convention at the Marriott-Madison West Hotel, June 28th -July 1st .  Jeff Zobeck, President of the state association stated, "The theme for this year’s conference is Agricultural Education: Soaring to New Heights.”  “This week provides our membership with the opportunity to develop professionally by acquiring new skills and knowledge, network with fellow professionals and handle the business of the association, stated Zobeck.”
The instructors in attendance selected from 68 workshops throughout the four-day conference.  Workshops ranged from topics on soils, to horticulture and to the latest in biotechnology.  Workshops were also provided by UW-River Falls and UW-Platteville, for graduate credit.  

Keynote speakers included Marshall Stewart from North Carolina State University and Bill Collar, motivational speaker from Seymour, WI.  Stewart’s presentation focused on the future of agricultural education and Collar presented on ways to deal with stress management and wellness.
The instructors also had the opportunity to visit with over 40 exhibitors related to agricultural education from Post-Secondary institutions, MATCO Tools and Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation to Hobar Publications, and fundraising companies.

A social, hosted by the Wisconsin Federation of Cooperatives and Sauk Prairie FFA Alumni was held at Fireman’s Park in Middleton on Tuesday which included a pork chop dinner.  Seasoned instructors were recognized at a 20 year banquet and new teachers were offered the opportunity to participate in the mentor – mentee program.  The highlight of the conference was the Annual Awards banquet held on Wednesday evening where recognition was given to many deserving instructors and the new Board of Directors were installed into their respective offices.

WAAE is comprised of 310 middle school, high school, technical college and university educators.  The focus of the association is to provide professional development, legislative support, and educational resources for teachers to enhance their local agriculture education programs.  
For more information about your local agriculture education program and to find out how you can support agriculture in your community please contact your local agriculture education instructor or call WAAE at 262-224-7553.
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