WAAE Teacher Mentor Award Application
The WAAE Teacher Mentor Award Program is one initiative to address the teacher shortage issue. Specifically, the recognition program will address teacher retention. Statistics indicate that a large proportion of classroom teachers leave the teaching profession within their first five years of teaching. Beginning teachers are in desperate need of leadership and guidance during their “induction” years.

If you ask agriculture teachers what motivated them to enter and stay in the teaching profession, predominately they will attribute their decision to another agriculture teacher who encouraged them. Many state agricultural education associations have recognized the importance of positive relationships between beginning and experienced teachers by

creating formal organizational structures to “connect” beginning and experienced teachers. 

This award program will provide additional incentives for experienced teachers to become mentors for beginning teachers, and it will provide beginning teachers a way to say “thank you” to the experienced teachers who have influenced them.

Awards and Recognition for WAAE Teacher Mentor Award Recipients

Each state winner will receive recognition at the annual meeting of the state agricultural educators association. 

WAAE Teacher Mentor Award Application Instructions

Eligibility: All active WAAE members, except previous State winners of these awards, are eligible to enter.
State-level Competition

What to Submit: The application may be completed by the nominee (the mentor) or the nominator (the mentee or protégé) or both individuals may collaborate on completing the application. Components of a complete application for the WAAE Teacher Mentor award program follow.

1. Application Cover Sheets – the application cover sheets (1 page), included in this application packet, must be the first two pages of the application. No other cover pages should be included. (The cover sheets are not considered a part of the page limitations.)

2. Narrative – the narrative is limited to two (2) 8 ½” x 11” pages. The narrative must be typewritten with a font no smaller than 12 point, double-spaced, and on one side of the page only. Multiple text formats are acceptable including paragraphs, lists, and tables. The narrative must follow the outline specified as follows:

a. Overview – brief description of the nominee (mentor), the nominator (mentee), and the ag ed program and community. (10%)

b. Mentoring Situations – a description of the specific situation(s) in which the mentoring activities took place (face-to-face, meetings, observations, telephone calls, etc.). (5%)

c. Instruction – examples of how the mentor assisted the mentee with effective classroom and laboratory instruction. (15%)

d. Experiential Learning – examples of how the mentor assisted the mentee with developing effective work-based learning experiences for students such as supervised agricultural experience programs, cooperative education, and internships. (15%)

e. Student Organizations – examples of how the mentor assisted the mentee with enhancing student leadership development through student organization activities, including FFA, PAS, and NYFEA. For adult instruction situations, provide examples of how the mentor assisted the mentee in enhancing the leadership development of program participants. (15%)

f. Marketing – examples of how the mentor assisted the mentee in marketing (or promoting) the local program with groups such as prospective students, parents, school administrators, and community leaders. (15%)

g. Professional Growth – examples of how the mentor assisted the mentee in staying professionally prepared and up-to-date in teaching techniques and technical content including information regarding participation in professional organizations such as

NAAE. (15%)

3. Supporting Materials – the supporting materials are limited to one 8 ½” x 11” pages using one side of the page only. Supporting materials (such as photographs with captions, news articles, and other items) must be formatted to 8 ½” x 11” or affixed to 8 ½” x 11” pages. Evaluation of supporting materials will be included with the evaluation of the components of the narrative (2.a.-2.g.above).  (10%)

When and Where to Submit: Entries must be submitted to the state association by January 1st. via email to Bridgett@waae.com or mailed to Bridgett Neu, 
Evaluation Procedures: WAAE will determine the selection process for state winners.

WAAE Teacher Mentor Awards Application Cover Sheet

Page One -- Nominee (mentor) Information

Name of Nominee_________________________________________________
Section Number__________________________
Home Street Address______________________________________________
City_______________ State______ Zip_______ Home Phone_____________
School Name______________________________________________________
School Street Address______________________________________________
City___________ State__________ Zip_______ School Phone_____________
School Fax_________________ Electronic Mail Address_________________
Schools and dates where the nominee has taught agriculture:

Nominee’s Signature_______________________________ Date______________
Name of Nominator____________________________________________________
Section Number_____________________________________
Home Street Address___________________________________________________
City____________ State_____ Zip_________ Home Phone____________________
School Name__________________________________________________________
School Street Address__________________________________________________
City_______________ State______ Zip______ School Phone__________________
School Fax________________ Electronic Mail Address______________________
Schools and dates where the nominator has taught agriculture:

Nominator’s Signature_______________________________ Date______________

